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CANBERRA. AC.l. 
MONTHLY BULLETIN OF UNEMPLOYMENT /ND SICKNESS STATISTICS. 
NO. 32 3 OCTOBER, 1948, 
I. GENERAL, 


This bulletin, issued by the Acting Cummonwealth Statistician, (Mi sSa RiCarrey 
covers the operations of Part VII of the Social Service Consolidation Act, 1947, for the 
month of October, 1948, and the four months ended October, 1948, This information has 
been compiled from data made available by the Department of Social Services, 


The Act provides for the A ene of bencfits to porsons whose normal earinings 
have boon intorrupted through unemployment or tomporary incapacity, It also provides 
anothor class of bonofit = designated Special Bonefit-which gives assistance to persons 
on account of some special circumstances, and to those porsons who cannot comply with the 
statutory roquirements rolating to unemployment or sickness bonofit, and who are 
provontod from caring a livolihood and are in nccd, 


The numbor of recipicnts of benofit docs not embrace the total unemployment 
and sicknoss in the community. Unemployment or sickness of less than sevon day's 
duration is not covered, owing to the provision in the Act of a “waiting period” of this 
longth of time during which no benefit is payable. Pormanont incapacity is not included 
as this is covered by the Invalid Section of the Social Servicos Consolidation Act, 1947, 
Tho application of a "mems test" oxcludes another group from benefit, The inclusion of 
claims rojectcd = Soo Section 8 = completes the coverage of all persons applying for 
bonefit, irrespective of whethor their claims are approved or rejected, 


The number of "persons on bencfit" in this bulletin rolntes to principal 
boncficiarics who would normally be breadwinners. Depondants of such beneficiaries are 
not includcd.s 


' The details given in Section 4, 6 and 7 refer to admittences end exits 
notifiod during the poriod show and not to admittances ond oxits which actually occurred 
during tho period. 


Duc to delay in the rocoipt of information in respect of some beneficiaries 
the figures are preliminary and subject to revision, This applics particularly to 
exits, and results in persons on benefit at the end of the later months being overstated,: 


2, BENEFITS PAID, 


The benefits paid in respect of each class of benefit in each state during 
October, 1948, and the four months ended October, 1948, are showm in the following table, 


_3_AMOUNT OF BENEFITS PALD DURING OCTOBER, 1948 AND THE 


ENDED OCTOBER, 1948, 


FOUR MONTHS 











STATES. 

eae “Bonefits paid during | Benefits paid during four 

October, 1948, Ss Oe ____Months onded October, 1948 
ae nom“ |gicknoss [Spociel |Total ate Sickness|Spocial | Total : 

timer fe oyment ee ee ee 
NeSeWe (2) ’ 13,! “132, 504 
Victoria 9 ry 80,073 
Queensland 5 59,496 
S. Aust, (b) : 29,824 
We Australia ’ 30,162 
Tasmania | ick Re PS Ad ee ty 64) _ 17,528 


TOTAL ¢ 


ee Includes Australian n CapatEl’ Le ae 
(bo) Includes Northern Territory. 








_ SUMMARY - CLAIMS ADMITTED, EXITS, PERSONS ON BENEFIT as 








s 


The following table shows, for the years 1945-46 to 1947-48, and for the 
months October, 1947 to October, 1948, the number of claims admittod and discontinued 
and porsgons romaining on benefit := 


- CLAIMS ADMITTED, DISCONTINUANCES_AND 













Les [Males | Fomalos [Mal os 
CLAIMS ADMITTED 


Year 1945-46 65,455 | 12,289} 33,178! 6,724 242 200 5 
1946-47 739379 | 5,199] 45,024) 11,002} 1,271 335 
1947=48 279275 | 1,387] 53,947} 15,539) 3,998] 1,328 
1947 = 7 
October 1,570 48} 4,323] 1,310 109 72 
November 1,615 64] 5,019} 1,480 121 64 
December 1,794 53} 3,116 974. 830 157 
1948 = 
January 3,606 99] 4,417} 1,197 166 49 
Februery 59953 294] 4,049] 1,271 528 224 






















Merch 34446 297| 3,843] 1,144 147 214 
April 1,306 112] 3,906| 1,171 115 43 
May 1,005 69} 5,300] 1,543] 1,434 263 
June 743 37} 4,044] 1,097 97 36 


July 799 691 6,595] 1,774 848 265 
August (a) 568 55| 4,693) 1,321 136 57 
September (na) 53 58 | 4,391] 1,184 712 144 
October (n) 88 49 45416 | _14222 1,226 54 
























DISCONTINUANCES , 












1945-46 | 58,879 [| |} 86,615 | 17,484 






































1946-47 1185498 | 15,554 

1947=48 89,054 | 17,840 
1947 = rae i 
October 69924 | 1,388 
November Ty612 | 1,730 
December 49255 | 1,173 
1948 « 
January 89191 | 1,494 
February 89444 | 1,314 
March 7g20% | 1,533 
April By596.} 1,640 
May 3 1,760 
June 1,307 
July 1,982 
August (a) 1,455 
September (a) 1,355 





October (a) 1,544 


1946 = Juno . 

1947 = June 
October 
November 
December 
1948 = 
January 
February 
March 
April 

M ay 

June 

July 

August (a) 
September (a) 
October (a) 


(a) “Subject to Revision. 





4, BENEFITS DISCONTINUED 36 


(1) Duration : Tho number of weeks during which benefit was paid for cach of 
tho cases of benefit whose discontinuance was notified during October, 1948, and the 
four Months ended October, 1948, is showm in the following table :- 


III. DURATION OF BENEFITS DISCONTINUED DURING OCTOBER, 1948 AND THS FOUR 





Duration of 


Bonefits a Nae iva Sipe of Une 
ont Bicknoes —e 


Weeks 
Less than 1 


1 and under 
" 


2 
3 
4 
5 
9 
3 
7 


al 
2 





The following table shows, for discontinuances notified during October, 1948 
and tho four months cnded October, 1948, the percentage distribution according to 
specified durations of bonefit :- 


Iv. BENEFITS DISCONTINUED DURING. OCTOBER, 1948 AND THE so ONT ED 





Duration of 
Benefits 


Weeks 
27 and over 
13 u 

9 





5 
4 
3 
2 
a 
L 


(ii) Reasons for Cessation: The reason for Pane benefit whose 
discontinuance was notified during October, 1948, and the four months ended October, 
1948, are shown belows~ 


Employment secured or resumed 
Incapacity terminated 
Failure to report (a) 
Transfer to another benefit 
covered by the Act 
Statutory age limit (b) 
Permanent incapacity (0) 
Transfer to Rehabilitation 
AlLowance 
Death 
Transfer to another district 
Other 





— TOTAL. Bee 6a } : ) 25s 
(a) In most of these cases the ee eae has roamed snobaueent ei thont sivindon 
the Department of Social Services. (h) Includes transfer to Age Pensions (ec) Incl udes 
transfer to Invelid Pension. 











4e 
5, PERSONS ON BENEFIT AT END OF OCTOBER, 1948 « 
Total Persons (i) Proportion per 10,000 in employment: The proportion of 
persons on benefit at 30th October, 1948, to the estimated number of employees in 


employment was approximately 46 per 10,000 comprising 5 unemployment, 37 sickness and 
4 special cases per 10,000, 


The following table shows the proportion for males and females ¢e-. 


VI. APPROXIMATE NUMBER OF FERSONS ON BENEFIT AT aot OCTOBER, 1948, 
PER 10,000 WAGE AND SALSRY EARNERS IN EMPLOYMENT : AUSTRALIA, 





Proportion 


Males Per 10,000 males 


Females Per 10,000 females 


Persons Per 10,000 porsons 





(ii) State Totals 3 The Belakeine table shows the number of persons in 
each State in receipt of benefit at 30th October, 1948 3- 


VII. NUMBER OF PERSONS ON BENEFIT AT 30TH OCTOBER, 1948 ¢ STATES, 





N.S.W. (a) 
Victoria 
Queens land 


Se Auste (b) 

W. Australia 

Tasmania 

Total 30th October, 

ae 

Total 25th October, 
1947 





a ote el Capital a 
b) Includes Northern Territory. 


(iii) Agos. Distribution of persons on benefit at Dth October, 1948, 
according to age groups is showm in tho following tobles= 


VIII. GROUPED AGH : PERSONS ON BENEFIT AT 30TH OCTOBER, 1948 : AUSTRALIA, 


ee Unemploymont, Sickness gees 
years 
years 
years 
years 
years 


} years 


years 
54 years 





r 


od ein OED ~ OLAINS ADMITTED DURING OCTOBER, 1948 AND THE FOUR NONTHS ENDED 
“OCTOBER, 1948 AND PERSONS ON BENEFIT AT 30TH OCTOBER, 1948. 

(i) Cause of Unemployment: The following table analyses the reason for 
termination of employment, as stated by persons whose admission to benefit was notified 
during October, 1948, snd the four months ended October, 1948, and by those who wore on 
benefit at 30th October, 1948, 


Discharges and lay-offs are separations on the initiative of the employer, 
the brcad distinction being that a discharge is final ond there is no likelihood of the 
person being re-engaged, at least in the near future, A layeoff is a separation of a 
temporary nature with the idea that the job will be availablo again for the employee 
as soon as circumstances permit, Quits are separations which are made by the initiative 
of the omployce, 


IXs__ CAUSE _OF UNEMPLOYMENT : CLAIMS ADMITTED ETC, DURING OCTOBER, 1948 
BND 1 ND THE J HE FOUR MONTHS ENDED D OCTOBER, 1948 : AUSTRALIA. 


‘ego LR TS LE ICME 








fen On benefit 








Cause of Unemployment October, 1948 





Discharged or ald= ~off = 
Disciplinary reasons 
Inefficiency, including medical 


eater 





unfitness 2 
Power rationing 2 
. Shortage of materials ig 
Strikes ond lockouts 2 
Seasonal work 6 
Casual Work 3 
Other including inadequately defined 28 
Quitted « : 
Medical unfitness, work too heavy 38 
Other, including inadequately defined 9 
Not previously omployed = 
Employers, workers on ow account 4 
Ex=service personnel not yet returned 
to work 
Othor : 
| TOTAL ¢ 103 
2 ee en ee — ; ace 


(ii) Industrial Groups ¢ The following eratenad ahows ane ‘distrlbeiton 
according to main industrial groups, of persons whose admission to benefit was notified 
during October, 1948, ‘and the four months ended October, 1948, and of those on benefit 
at 30th October, 1948, 


ae UNSEFLOnEnNT - eeu GROUPS - CLAIMS AIMITTED Bosne DURING OCTOBER, 1948 


Agricultural, Pastoral and Dairying 

Other Primary Production 10 

Coal Mining ; 29 

Othor Mining ond Quarrying ae 9 

Factories and Industrial - ie 
Founding, engineering, metal working 


including shipbuilding 291 
» Vehicles, including aircraft 45 
{| Textiles and articles of dress 4 
'  Foodg drink and tobacco © 169 
Furniture, woodwork, otc, aL: 
Other factories, including heat, 
light and power © 24 
Building ond Construction 95 
Transport ond Communication 44 
Commerce and Finance = 
Wholesale and retail trade 62 
Finance and Prope : 
Public Administra: perty aid Propessional 38 
Ds dace and Domestic Scrvice : 
MOLINA pry ee ee OSU: iy ARON B9 | 231 | 14303 | 103 





66 
(i341) Males on Bonefit : Distribution by States of malos in recoipt of 
unemployment benefit at 30th October, 1948, in the main industrial groups, is shown in 
tho following tables 


XI. UNEMPLOYMENT : INDUSTRIAL GROUPS - MALES CN_ 






















BENERTT AT 30TH OCTOBER, 19486 


Industry in which last engaged ITas, just. 


Agricultural, Pastoral end Dairying 






















110 
Other Primary Production 13 
Coal Mining 55 
Other Mining and Quarrying 241 
Factories and Industrial = 
Founding, Engineering, metal-working 
including shipbuilding 287 
Vehicles, including Aircraft 19 
Textiles, ond Articles of Dress 10 
Food, drink and tobacco * 207 
Furniture, woodwork, ctc, 34 
Other factories, including heat, 
light and power - 57 
Building and Construction 3} “26 
Transport and Communication oy 3} 4100 
Commerce and Finance = 
Wholosale and Retail Trade al 4 95 
Finance and Property ~ t 2 
Public Administration ond Professional i 3 86 
Personal and Domestic Service 3 6 
Other 8 1 1 
6 


3 






‘TOTAL = 30th Octobory 1948 
= 25th October, 1947 _ 630 | 153 





jiysie | 66] 442] sa) a eae] 


TOTAL aa SAE 
(a) Includes Australien Capital Territory, (b) Includes Northern Territory 
(iv) Motropolitan and Other: Admissions to unemployment bonofit notificd 
during tho four months endod October, 1948, and the persons on benefit at 30th October, 
1948, arc dissected into "Metropolitan" and "Other " Districts (based on the usual place 
of residence of the beneficiary) in the following table;« 


“Claims admitted during the 
Four months ended October, 1948 | A948 
i | Metropolitan _ 


_ Females | Males 


New South Walos(b 
Victoria 
Queensland i 
South Australia(c 
Western Australia 
Tasmania 





(a) Metropolitan comprisos the regions administered from Capital City and 
Suburban district offices of the Department of Social Services or Labour and National 
Services (Employmont Service). In N,S.W., Liverpool is included in "Other ", 

In SeAe,y Port Adolaide, and in V.A., Fromantic and Midland Junction aro included in 
"Wet ropolit an", 


(b) Includes Australien Capital Territory. (c) Includos Northern 
Torritory. 





Te 


Ts SICKNESS - CLAIMS ADMITTED DURING OCTOBER, 1948 AND THE FOUR MONTHS ENDED 
OCTOBER. 1948 IND PERSONS ON BENEPIT AT 30TH OCTOBER, 1948, 





(i) Metropolitan and Cther : Sickness benefit claims whose admission was 
notified during the four months ended October, 1948, and those current at Dth October, 


1948, are dissected into "Mctropolitan"and "Other" qistpicte (based on the usual place ‘* 
of residence of the beneficiary), in the following table :- 


XIII. DISTRIBUTICN CF SICKNESS BENEFICIARIES BRTWEEN METROPOLITAN 
AND OTHER DISTRICTS (a) 3: STATES 





~ Glnims admitted during the four 


r ____Months onded October, 1948 on Bonefit ot 30th Oct obor, 1948 
State __ Metropolitan | Other ____—*‘{ _Metropoliten| _Othor —__ 
| Malcs | Females | Malos [vom _| Males |Fomales| Males | Fomales 


New South Wales (b) 
Victoria 
Quoonsland 

Sth. Australia(c) 
Westem Australia 
Tasmania 


TOTAL s_ i 12,499] 4,114 | 7,596 1,384} 4,719} 1,828] 2,782 _635 


(a) See poainore (a) to Table xXIT, ne Includes eueateen Cnpital Teeniteee 
(c) Includes Northern Territory. 





(ii) Industrial Groups: The distribution according to main industrial 
groups of persons on sickness benefit at 30th October, 1948, is shown in the following 
tables-~ 


XIVe SICKNESS INDUSTRIAL GRCUPS - PERSONS CN BENEFIT AT_30TH OCTOBER, 1948 





AUSTRALIA. 





Industry in which Tepe b ongnged Males Females Persons 
eee tisal: Pastoral and Dairying 594 
Other Primary Production 18t 
Coal Mining 216 
Other Mining and Quarrying 139 
Factories and Industrial «= 
Founding, engineering, metal-working, including 
shipbuilding 1,211 | 
Vehicles, including aircraft 370 
Textiles and articles of dress 722 
Food, drink and tobacco 570 
Furniture, woodwork, ets 323 
Other Factories, including heat, light and 
power 879 
Building and Construction 1,098 
Transport and Communication 784 
Commerce and Finance 
Wholesale and retail trade 1,104 
Finance and Property 99 
Public Administration and Professional 672 
Personal and Domestic Service 970 
Other 39 
TOTAL 3 9,964 





8. 


(iii) Nature of Sickness: The following table shows the principal cause 
of sicknoss as stated on medical certificates of persons whose admission was notified 
during Octobor, 1948, and the four months ended October, 1948, ond of those on benefit 
at 30th October, 1948, 


XVe__ NATURE OF SICKNESS : CLAIMS ADMITTED, ETC, DURING OCTOBER, 1948 AND THE 


FOUR MONTHS ENDED OCTOBER, 1948 : AUSTRALIA 















_———-—-\dmissions during _j0n Benefit 
: Four months end-30th October, | 
Naturo of Sickness poveperinr lod Octobor,1948| 1948 
Ss A ee ee Ta es a es aa oe 
Infoctiveo and Parasitic Discases 2093 592 179, 
Cancer 91 24 16 
Other Tumours 167 106 70 
Rheumatism, Disoases of Nutrition and : 
Vitamin-Deficioncy Discasos 1,113 329 209 
Diseases of = 
Blood and Blood-forming Organs 94 82 =o 
Nervous System and Sense Organs 1,727 676 367 
Circulatory System 1, 646 25t 165 
Respiratory System 25431 563 4:94) 
Digestive System 4,135 | 1,095 347 
Genito-Urinary System 708 386 202 
Pregnancy, Childbirth, etc, - 428 220 
Skin and Cellular Tissue 1,015 229 81 
Bones and Organs of Movement 508 144 92 
Other Diseases (including Ill-defined 
Conditions ) 299 179 80 
Injuries and Acute Poisoning = 7 
Fractures 2,049 199 132 
Other Injuries, etc. 1,907 193 60 
Operations (original disability not 
stated) - 59 2 6 
Other (including not stated) 6 53 20 7 
TOTAL 3 1,385] 20,095 | 5,498 | 7,501| 2,463 


8. TOTAL APPLICATIONS FOR BENEFIT AND CLAIMS REJECTED 


The total number of applicants for benefit whose olaims wore notified during 
the four months ended October, 1948, and of those whose claits were notified as rejected 
during the samo period aro showm in the table below:= 


1 APPLICATIONS FOR BENEFIT AND CLAIMS REJECTED = 





~ FOUR MONTHS ENDED OCTOBER, 19485 
STATES, 


State 


N See (a) 
Vice , 
Q’ld. 
SeAs (b) 
Wohe 
TaSe 


TOTAL 3 FE ai : a 
.) Includes Australian Capital Territory, 
(bo) Includes Northern Territory. 





(Se Re CARVER 
ACTING COMMONWEALTH STATISTICIAN, 


CANBERRe _A«C,T. 





25TH JANUARY, 1948, 











° 


